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Shortening and localizino
supply chains is not an answer
to most environmental and

social challenges

What is the importance of transparency
for sustainable networks?

It's imperative that sustainable networks feature high
transparency. This also applies to the evaluation of the
ecological, social and institutional sustainability of sites.
A central task here is the recording of all relevant factors
and the development of an operationalizable key figure
system.

The challenge lies both in the consideration of different
national, international and industry-specific standards,
and in the scope of the analysis. The recording of Scope 3
emissions, for instance, which requires comprehensive
knowledge of the value chain over the entire product life
cycle, can be particularly demanding. This also applies to
the monitoring of social and ethical conditions of value
creation.

Transparency about the sustainable footprint of purcha-
sing, logistics and production networks doesn't just serve
to meet compliance regulations and corporate ethical
codes. It's also a prerequisite for holistic risk management,
identification of market opportunities, robust planning
processes and stable customer and investor trust,

which is increasingly based on the complete traceability
of products.

What role will energy maps play in
footprint decisions?

The transition from fossil fuels to emission-free, or low-
emission energy sources will have a significant impact on
the CO2 footprint of the manufacturing industry. However,
especially in energy-intensive industries, renewable ener-
gies cannot cover the entire energy demand in the medium
term, or guarantee an uninterrupted supply at reasonable
costs. So, when considering the energy supply capability of
sites, it is a matter of weighing up economic efficiency, se-
curity of supply and the lowest possible ecological impact.

There are significant regional differences in the design of
a secure and cost-efficient energy mix, especially with re-
gards to the availability of environmentally friendly energy
sources. This is especially true when it comes to topogra-
phical and climatic conditions, the quality and stability of
infrastructures, or access to technologies.

In addition, legal frameworks and political roadmaps also
play an important role. Regional and national support
programs, incentives and sanctions, institutional stability,
and the degree of support for ‘green’ industrial settlements,
can all have a significant impact on the attractiveness of a
location. That's why energy roadmaps that map out these
different facets will become an increasingly important tool
in the development of network strategies in the future.



